Introduced by Council President Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2015-394
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING BAXTER E. LUTHER FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE AND COMMITMENT TO THE ARLINGTON COMMUNITY AND CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Baxter E. Luther, a native of Farmer, Randolph County, North Carolina, served in the United States Air Force and was stationed in Cheyenne, Wyoming and Germany. He and his wife of 66 years, Rosia have two daughters and one granddaughter. He is a kind, caring and devoted family man, along with being a dedicated servant to his country and community; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Luther has worked and lived in the Arlington area since 1956. He was employed with American Discount Company out of Charlotte, North Carolina, in their Jacksonville offices for ten years. A short time later, Mr. Luther began a career in banking with Florida National Bank in May 1966. He served on Boards of several banks and held various positions among them. Additionally, he served in multiple capacities with the Jacksonville Optimist Club from 1966 to 1979.  He joined the Arlington Rotary Club on September 6, 1979 where he has held many offices as well as maintained a weekly perfect attendance for 35 years. In 1985, Mr. Baxter Luther retired from Florida National Bank as the Senior Vice President of the Retail Banking Division statewide. In 1990, he was a major investor in the purchase of Marine National Bank where he served as chairman of the Board until the sale of the bank to Everbank. Mr. Luther currently serves on the Advisory Board of Everbank and continues to be an investor with emphasis in real estate; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Luther possesses the innate ability to find good in everyone and any situation presented to him.  He is an eternal optimist and can make a person feel like they are the most important person around.  He has a great sense of humor and always ready with a good story or joke to tell. Mr. Luther has been, and continues to be, a mentor to many young entrepreneurs and has assisted them in starting and managing their own businesses; and 


WHEREAS, Baxter E. Luther is best known for his honesty and integrity, his word is his bond. The 2009-2010 recipient of the Rotary District 6970 “Service Above Self” Award, Baxter is a “behind the scenes” guy, always willing to lend a helping hand or words of encouragement, never wanting any recognition. Therefore, upholding the Rotary’s Motto of “Service above self, he who serves best profits most”; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Luther is a benefactor to The Boys and Girls Club of Jacksonville, The Duval County Boy Scouts, The Duval County 4-H Foundation, Inc., and a Rotary International Paul Harris Fellow.  He has served on many Boards and is still active with many organizations. He enjoys woodworking and makes wooden ornaments every year for his annual Christmas Party.  On several occasions, Baxter has made and donated wooden bowls for various charitable auctions.  He is a NASCAR fan that enjoys hunting, baseball, football, basketball, and his weekly breakfast and lunch meetings with friends; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Baxter E. Luther for his tireless efforts and contributions to the residents in the Arlington area and throughout the City. His time, commitment and service are indeed priceless gifts, and a remarkable showcase of pride in the community for which we live. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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